
Why have you chosen your subject and 
the related question?

The lecture was all about taking something already made, 
say a news article, and creating something else from it. 
Taking a “readymade” object and transforming it into a 
new peice of art. Thus the name (Un)creative Writing.

I spend a great deal of my time on the internet, as I im-
agine many people of my generation do. I’m on there for 
a multitude of reasons, and during this time I encounter 
vast amounts of data and images. The idea of taking this 
surplus of information and transforming it into something, 
new, like a written piece of literature and perhaps later a 
physical art piece is fascinating for me.

This is a sample of 
poetry created by 
blacking out 
nearly all of the 
text in the article 
save for a few 
random words. 

These “random” 
words are now my 
peice of creative 
writing.



Taking a found text of your choice - train time table/ 
Argos catalogue/ Twitter feed, etc, explain how you 

would transform/transpose it into a piece of 
literature, and why? 

The task I decided to take on is taking a found text, most 
likely my Twitter feed, and transforming it into a piece of 
literature and documenting my process. I may look at us-
ing Tumblr as well, both have loads of real time informa-
tion appearing with each press of the refresh button and 
leaves much to work with in terms of creative material.

I am aiming for Twitter because it is a series of snapshots 
into the lives of all the people I follow on there. It’s often 
unfiltered and insightful, a slew of information about the 
lives of the people doing the tweeting. It would be fun to 
see what sort of story I can create just from this alone. 

Just a snippet of 
what I usually see. 
Talking about things 
ranging from the 
Adobe Summit to 
voting for Sherlock 
to win a BAFTA. 

Much of it is media 
based in my case. 



How you are going to go about answering the 
question?

For about a week or more I will take random screen-
shots of either my Twitter or Tumblr feed. I’ll take them at 
various points in the day to ensure a good mix of 
material, after compiling them into a document I’ll go 
back and analyse what I’ve found. 

From there I’ll likely start to create my story. Will I take 
the character names from the names of the people 
who posted? Will I blend photo’s into the text? The pos-
sibilities are endless and I will throughly document each 
choice I make as I go about the process. 

During this process I will be checking in regularly with 
Nicola for feedback to make sure this is all coming out 
the best that it can. 

The initial point of this all is gathering as much information 
and material as I can so I have something to work with. I 
won’t gather the material with an indea in mind exactly, 
just take the random screenshots and then later go back 
and take a look. 



What methods are you going to employ to 
understand the subject?

Most of my understanding of the subject will likely come 
from revising Andrea’s Lecture which I have recorded. 

The other way I will ensure I have sufficient data is to 
look around and see if I can find either writen or drawn 
forms of art that employed the same method of 
(un)creativeness which Andrea had lectured about. 

Should I find peices that used this method, which I as-
sume I’ll find pleanty, I will to an analysis on it and try to 
break it down to the base peices before it was all put 
together into something new. 



What do you think you will gain by answering this 
question?

At the start of the year we had watched a video all 
about copyright, it talked about how musicians 
especially, would sample bits from other songs and from 
that create something anew. It brought up the whole de-
bate however, of jjust how much did each artist actually 
own of the song? If they took a sample does that mean 
that it’s something new or should they have to share the 
money made from the song with the person they sam-
pled from? 



How do you think this will help you with your graphic 
design work?

I think this subject is a perfect way to further look at that 
question. I think by doing it myself, taking a sample or 
several samples of others ‘work’ so to speak, I can gain 
a better understanding of my own creative mind. How 
much do I borrow from others and how much to I think up 
on my own? And when I do think up things on my own, 
was any of it unconciously influenced by something or 
someone else? 

It is something that will force me to further examine my 
own creative style and with luck, gain some insight that 
might help me improve.



Who will you use to help you construct your 
arguments?

It has been heavily recommended that we take a look 
an article titled “Why I am Teaching A Course Called 
“Wasting Time on the Internet” featured in The New 
Yorker by Kenneth Goldsmith. 

I will also be arranging to speak with Andrew Mason, 
the lecturer of this topic and perhaps conduct an i
nterview to gain more insight on what she thinks on the 
subject.

I also think it is important to get other graphic designer’s 
POV on the subject, so I will likely conduct interviews 
with them as well and perhaps do a few experiments.



Which authors/thinkers/makers will help you in your 
quest?

These are just a few books 
that I am going to look at.  

Death of the Author by 
Barthes

Uncreative Writing by Kenneth 
Goldsmith

Steal like an Artists by Austin 
Kleon



Where will you go to get information to help you 
write your essay?

Obviously I’ll be going to the library to look up the 
books I need for some of my initial research. But I am 
also going to make a point of going to several museums 
to see if I can locate samples of artists taking prexisting 
things and creating something new. With luck, I can ar-
range to speak with either the artists themselves or the 
curator to gain futher information on how the peice was 
made. 

Since the question asks me to create this using literature, 
and therefore writing, I’ll also pay a visit to the British 
Library to see what I can gather there. 



What primary research will you use and where will 
you find this?

My Primary Research will likely go as follows: - Interviews with Andrea

-Interviews with artists or curators if found

-Documentation of museum visits

-Experiments of my own using the (un)creative method



When will you do all this work?


